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• INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT SURVEYS ON READING 
LITERACY (e.g. PISA and PIRLS) 

• In 2009, 2.9 % of pupils had excellent 
reading skills at age 15; in 2015, 4.3% 
were at this level (PISA).  

• Latvian pupils have average results in 
terms of their reading skills but lack 
motivation to read.  

• In 2016, Latvian pupils ranked 
themselves as poor readers, which 
placed them in 4th from last place 
(PIRLS). 

•  Boys are considerably behind girls. 

• We are always guided by the results 
of international reading studies.  

• Figures from the 2013 Eurostat study 
of reading habits show that in Latvia, 
72% of Latvian residents regularly 
read books, which is slightly above 
the European average (68%), slightly 
below Estonia (78%) and above 
Lithuania (66%). In turn, Eurostat data 
about library users confirm that 39% 
of Latvian residents use libraries, 
which is lower than Estonia (47%), but 
more than Lithuania (35%) and the EU 
average (31%). 



Various state reading promotion 
programs in Latvia 

 

During these years starting with 2001 - we have attracted 1 million 
244 thousand 600 Euro state funding for reading promotion   

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
During these years starting with 2001, having just one aim in mind – to promote reading – we have attracted 1 million 244 thousand 600 Euro state funding for this aim; the rest of funding which is 3 times more comes from local municipalities and supporters.Various state reading promotion programs in LatviaChildren’s JuryYoung adult’s JuryParents JuryBook start The program “Book start” in Latvia is patterned after the United Kingdom’s “Book Trust”, which is a similar program. The National Reading Aloud Competition The implementers of different state reading promotion programs in Latvia are the specialists from the Children’s Literature Centre of the National Library of Latvia who organize the work group together with supporters, regional curators, and leading specialists from public and school libraries.The National Reading Aloud Competition 2017-2019Pattern of the Netherlands National Reading CompetitionThe National Reading Competition in the NL is intended for students ages 11-12 across the country preparing the exciting initial rounds at schools and libraries. During the last 25 years more than a million children have participated in The National Reading Competition in the NL, either as animated readers or engaged listeners. In Latvia, we already had about 7000 participants during the first year of the competition in our country. In May, the National Reading Champion will be chosen during the spectacular national final, to which the entire class is invited. We‘ll ask the National Reading Champion to become Children's Director of the National Library of Latvia forone year. Not only does he or she get to fulfil ceremonial roles during openings or events, but the Children's Director also makes sure that the library organizes enough fun activities for children. Of course, the Children's Director is also the ambassador for youth literature and reading.



630 libraries; 197 of them are schools 
and 33 of them are minority schools 

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Our reading promotion programme has 630 participants; 197 of them are schools and 33 of them are minority schools.  Since 2001, when the program “Children’s Jury” that consolidates government and municipality financial support for reading promotion- was developed and implemented for the first time, the improvement of children literacy and development of children’s literature in Latvia have been substantial. 



Présentateur
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The promotion of reading in society is widely supported by national policies and initiatives. However, these initiatives tend to address general audiences and not necessarily those more likely to experience reading difficulties, such as boys, individuals connected with Latvian community centres abroad, young people from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds, or whose mother tongue is different from the language of instruction. In addition, materials used in such initiatives should be as varied as possible and distributed as widely as possible. In 2007- the program spreads to Latvian community centres abroad- 6 centres in the USA, Australia, and Europe; development of the online questionnaire;In 2008 - 14 Latvian centres abroad, In 2018 – 57 Latvian centres in 26 countries.



• How does the program work? 
• At the beginning of the year a 

professional jury chooses good and 
interesting books for the “Children’s and 
Young Adult Jury”.  

• Easy to understand principles - step by 
step involving its participants in reading, 
discussing, and evaluating different 
books, which develops critical thinking 
and reading and writing skills. 

• There is approximately a half of original 
literature and a half translations in the 
collection of books. 

• Prevalence of good books - the key 
objective  
 
 
 

Présentateur
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How does the program work?About 20 thousand children and young adults become active readers every year in Latvia as well as in Latvian Diaspora population centres around the world.  The best and most exciting books are distributed in almost 700 libraries and Latvian community centres abroad. Latvian experience with the reading promotion program “Children’s Jury” has been mentioned in the list of the best European reading promotion projects. At the beginning of the year (if the financial situation allows – in January) a professional jury chooses good and interesting books for the “Children’s and Young Adult Jury”. It is very important that these experts have good knowledge of children’s literature and know the sociological issues connected with reading.  The reading promotion program “Children’s and Young Adult Jury” works from the very beginning with simple, easy to understand principles - step by step involving its participants in reading, discussing, and evaluating different books, which develops critical thinking and reading and writing skills.There is approximately a half of original literature and a half translations in the collection of books in Children’s Jury, Young adult’s Jury and Parents’ Jury.When we create the collection for the programme we respect the growth and development opportunities of readers.Prevalence of good books - the key objective 



How does integration through books 
take place?  

• Education in minority languages is the 
precondition to preserve the cultural 
identity of minorities in Latvia and to 
ensure the society’s integration 

• State-funded education has been 
implemented in Latvia. 104 education 
institutions that implement minority 
education programmes in Russian, Polish, 
Ukrainian, Byelorussian, Jewish, Lithuanian, 
Estonian and bilingually, with the 
respective proportion of the school 
subjects in the Latvian language, bilingually 
and/or in the minority language.  
 
 
 

© Zemgus Zaharāns 
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How does integration through books take place?Education in minority languages is the precondition to preserve the cultural identity of minorities in Latvia and to ensure the society’s integration.  State-funded education has been implemented in Latvia. In academic year 2017/2018, the state funding was allotted to 104 education institutions that implement minority education programmes in Russian, Polish, Ukrainian, Byelorussian, Jewish, Lithuanian, Estonian and bilingually, with the respective proportion of the school subjects in the Latvian language, bilingually and/or in the minority language. Learners of the minority schools read books in Latvian; there are also special “translation” workshops during which the text in Latvian is compared with the work in the original language. The same happens in the Latvian diaspora centres. Sometimes when the book is translated from the Russian language, the original in Russian is used, but actually children in Latvian have no problems with the foreign languages. 



 
 
 
 

Campaign “Men! 
Fathers! Readers!” 

- 1724 adults 
participated  

in parents’ jury 
- 136 men among them  

  
 
 
 
  
 

© Gundega Muzikante 
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Last year 1724 adults participated in parents’ jury with 136 men among them which is a very small number. This is another integration aspect of our programme – to attract fathers, grandfathers, godfathers, uncles to reading together with children. Every year there is a special campaign “Men! Fathers! Readers!” with its own poster and appeal to be a good model for children and to read books; as a reward they get tickets for the family going to the theatre, entertainment parks and even to visit Stockholm by ship Tallink together with the  family.  



https://www.facebook.com/Jaunpilsbiblioteka/videos/1835053463224078/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Jaunpilsbiblioteka/videos/1835053463224078/
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Here are some examples from the books that have most fascinated the readers in Latvia. For example, last year 1772 children considered the book written by the Canadian author ….  “The Postman Mouse” [“Pastnieks Pele”] the best book and wrote letters full of delight. 
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Because otherwise good books not always reach the libraries and readers.  At least a small number of books that promote the joy of reading surely gets to 20 thousand readers; publishing houses are happy if their book is included in the collection, this means – “all copies sold out”. Teachers, too, trust our choice and recommend our list to their learners for the summer reading.
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The book by the Italian author Angela Naneti made some 900 readers who participated in Parents’ jury cry and empathise with the heroes. 



Daniel Pennac  
“Comme un roman” –  
 
our inspirer for the whole 
movement of reading promotion  
  
 

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Last year Parents’ jury also included the paradigmatic work by Daniel Pennac “Comme un roman” essays about reading.  It was also read by many teachers. Daniel Pennac is our inspirer for the whole movement of reading promotion.  Books that have been bought for the “Children’s and Young Adult Jury” using government funding is a way to improve the quality of library collections. Replenishing library collections with the best and most exciting books establishes the core of their collections and leaves a positive impact on everyday work for future years. As the number of participant libraries increases so does the number of their clients. If the “fight” for new book purchases takes up all the librarians’ time, it is impossible to expect an exciting and interesting local program for reading promotion. Children need much more than we can provide even when we all work together!



A chocolate book  
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The Children’s and Young Adult Award in literature has been introduced. The readers for whom these books are written are also the ones who evaluate the books. There isn’t a greater recognition than this – a chocolate book with the title “Good Book” that's awarded during the Big Reading Celebrations by the “Children’s and Young Adult Jury.”



Paldies par uzmanību! šokolādes balva 

Présentateur
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šokolādes balva



Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

SILVIJA TRETJAKOVA 
E-mail: silvija.tretjakova@lnb.lv 

Présentateur
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The first three points of the IBBY mission have been accomplished:  •to promote international understanding through children's books•to give children everywhere the opportunity to have access to books with high literary and artistic standards•to encourage the publication and distribution of quality children's books We are shaping the society of tolerant, multicultural young Europeans for whom a BOOK is a great value! 
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